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shall attempt to reinstate him. If the English insist on a
continuance of war, the French would rather continue to
fight Muhammad Ali Khan than any other prince on his
behalf. If Muhammad Ali Khan were dispossessed, it
would no doubt be advantageous to the French, but the
English would find their advantage in escaping from a war
which otherwise they would have to carry on against the
French and all the Country Powers. The French Com-
pany mean Muhammad Ali by the Nawab of Areot, but
'his name should not occur in a treaty that is to be commu-
nicated to other Country Powers. Similarly the name of
Chanda Sahib should also be omitted. As a strong proof
of their good disposition towards Muhammad Ali they
have agreed to surrender Gringee etc., and they cannot
nmke- any more concessions. As regards the 10th article of
the English project, how far the French are anxious foe
peace may be clearly seen from the sacrifice they are ready
to make in surrendering such important places as Masuli-
patam and Divi Island to the Moors, in exclusion -of all
other European nations. But the French cannot admit
the English claim to the Divi Island. No titles have ever
been produced and the French hold a letter from the G-ov-
ernor of Madras to the Subahdar of the Deccan applying
for a grant of it. The terms used regarding Masulipatam
in the English project are top obscure to pass. The French
can make no further concessions for peace than the surren-
'der of these two places."
'The following is the project of a convention between
the English and the French East India Companies receiv-
ed from Duvelaer:16 (February 12, 1754).
1.  The Country Powers should be invited to ratify the
convention.
2.  Both the Companies should renounce both now and
in. future any Moorish or Indian dignity which might
give its officers authority over the possessions of the Coun-
try Powers.
3.  TFhe Nawab of the Carnatic should consent to treat
'the Companies impartially.
(16)    "     Public Despatches from England^ Vol. 57.